[Survey of newly diagnosed Japanese leprosy patients].
We aimed to elucidate the patterns and trends of autochthonous leprosy in Japan from 1964 to 2009, to compare them with the findings from other studies of leprosy in decline. Data on registered leprosy cases in Japan in the period 1964-2009 were analysed with reference to trends in case detection, geographical distribution, age at diagnosis, sex, classification and family history. A consistent decline in leprosy case detection was observed in all areas of the country over the period 1964-2009. Highest incidence was consistently in Okinawa. Autochthonous leprosy has not been reported in anyone born in Japan since 1980. Increasing average age and a shift towards lower latitudes were demonstrated throughout the period. Analyses of data on autochthonous cases revealed patterns similar to those reported in other countries with declining leprosy. Okinawa has had the highest incidence of leprosy in all of Japan since the first national survey in 1900. Several possible explanations include the difference of leprosy control history between Okinawa and the rest of Japan, Okinawa's unique geographical condition, large-scale problem of stigma and discrimination against leprosy patients and delayed improvement of socio-economic conditions.